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F e stivities and themes announced

SEE Page 2a

for I Heart HU week.

Opinions:

Claxton recounts his favorite Sesame
Street character: the Count.

SEE Page 4a
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Kyle Reeves and Ryan Foster review
new albums from the Avett Brothers
and Mumford & Sons. SEE Page 4b

Relay for Life tonight on front lawn
by LYNDSEY RUBLE
editor-in-chief

Harding's annual Relay for Life,
which raises money for cancer
research, will take place on the
fro nt lawn tonight.
Senior co-chairs for the event
Hannah Stone and Kelsey DeShazo
said Relay for Life will feature
games, food, bands, bounce houses,
guest ~peakers and competition s.
Though Relay for Life is usually
a fun event, Stone said it is also
very emotional.
.Relay for Life is designed to
celebrate survivors of cancer and

gains in research, remember those.
who have lost their lives to cancer
and fight back against the disease
that impacts millions of lives every year. Stone and DeShazo said
attendants will honor survivors
and victims of cancer by having
a survivor lap and a luminaria lap
as par t of the walk.
"Maybe the $10,000 H arding
raises this year will be the extra
$10,000 given to a doctor that has
a breakthrough for breast cancer or
bone cancer," Stone said. "Every
little bit helps."
Though the city of Searcy has
its own Relay in the spring, Stone

Bisons prepare to stampede

and D eShazo said they think it is
important that the Harding "family''
have its own event.
"Searcy is great, and it would be
really cool if at some point Harding
got involved in their Relay," Stone
said. "But . . . this is really a way
for students to come together and
say, 'This is our family, we're all
here to support those who have
had cancer.' "
DeShazo said that she and Stone
definitely want to help meet the
financial goal for the event, but
they also want to spread awareness of how much the Harding
community is affected by cancer.

In addition, she said they wanted
to help advance Relay for Life and
set the university up for an even
more successful event next year.
Stone hop es that people who
come to Relay can connect with
each other through how their
lives have been touched by cancer
and therefore form a bond and
support system.
Stone and DeShazo both emphasized the uniquen ess of the
Harding Relay for Life.
"Prayer is so unique to Harding," Stone said. "Other schools
and co mmu nities can' t r eal! y
emphasize that. We're raising

money, and I am Relaying for my
grandma, and Kelsey is Relaying
for her family friend. But even if
the breakthrough doesn't happen
in the time that my grandma needs
it, we have hope that is greater than
just the American Cancer Society
coming up with a cure. We know
they'll be better."
Festivities begin at 5 p.m. Friday and end at 5 a.m. Saturday
morrung.

Tweet during the event
@HUStudentPubs with
#Harding Relay

Spring Break mission
campaigns announced
by HAZEL HALLIBURTON
copy editor

This past Monday in ch ap el, the
Mitchell Center for Leadership and
Ministry announced plans for the 2013
spring break missions campaigns. T his
being the second year for the Mitchell
Center to organize spring break missions,
the o ffice has arranged 18 different
mission trips for March 201 3, including
seven new trips this year.
Some of d ie new trips include Atlanta, Ga.; Huntsville, Ala.; Chicago, Ill.;
Cincinnati, Ohio; E cuador and Panama.
Already existing trips include Riverhead,
N.Y; Stockton, Cali£; Knoxville, Tenn.;
N atick, Mass.; Ch andler, Ariz.; Port
Angeles, Wash.,Jamaica, H onduras and
Nicaragua.
According to Brandon Tittle, assistant director of the Mitchell Center,
although the center is still working with
the supporting congregation s and planning different work projects, the various
locations offer a number of service opportunities ranging from helping teach
VBS and tutoring to building hou ses.
"One of the churches and organization s we're working with in Atlanta has
kind of adopted a trailer park,'' Tittle
said. 'They run an after-school program
for low-income families. I know they do
tutoring and I think they are going to
photos by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
also do a little VBS type of thing. For
The football team yells in response to the cheers of supporters at last week's
pep rally on Sept. 27. The rally was held before the Bisons' first home game of · most of the trips, the church es won't
know exactly the specifics for projects
the season, which was Sept. 29. An iPad, cash and a plane ride with Dr. David B.
until closer to January.''
Burks were some of the prizes offered at the rally. The Bisons play rival HenderMitchell Center office assistant senior
son State University tomorrow. Both teams are undefeated. The home game is
at 6 p.m. at First Security Stadium.
'
K atie McCafferty said that volunteers

do whatever needs done.
"A lot o f times the trips out of the
country are building projects, building
houses and things like that," McCafferty said. "But you can plan and then
come March their needs may be totally
different. You just have to be flexible.
You basically go do whatever they need
you to do.''
Tittle said the trips can cost anywhere
as low as $250 to as much as $1,600,
~ep ending o n where one decides to
go and what kind of transportation
is involved. Most of the trips require
purchasing airfare, but there are a few
trip s that will consist of driving.
Tittle said students can write letters
to obtain financial support and/ or many
groups will hold fundraisers during the
spring semester prior to the trips.
T he Mitchell Center held an informational spring break missions fair on
T hursday in the Mclnteer Rotunda with
booths offering information about each
mission trip.
Mission trip sign ups will be held
T hursday, Oct. 18, in the student center.
Students will be required to p ay $20
upon registration as a commitment fee.
T here are a limited number of available spots for each mission team with a
minimum of 10 p eople per group, but
some groups are more flexible. T he
Mitchell.Center said they hope to have
all trips finalized by the week of Oct. 15.
For more information concerning
spring break missions, email springbreakmissio ns@ h arding.edu or call
the Mitchell Center for Leadership and
Ministry at 501- 279-4721.

Bringing White House experience to Harding
by AERIAL WHITING
opinions editor

Political strategist K arl Rove
will address the topic of "Understanding America's Challenges"
as part of the American Studies
Institute Lecture Series on Oct.
16 at 7 p.m. in the Benson Auditorium; the lecture is free and
open to the public.
A Fox N ews contributor and
columnist for T he Wall Street
Journal, Rove served as senior
adviser to President G eorge W
Bush from 2000 to 2007 and
as Bush's deputy chief of staff
from 2004 to 2007. During Bush's

presidency, Rove coordinated the
p olicymaking process for the
White H ouse. Rove was also the
chief strategist for both of Bush's
presidential campaigns.
Rove's speech at Harding has
already generated a lot of interest, according to Dr. Bob Reely,
associate executive director of
the American Studies Institute.
"We're saying right now he's
almost like our Condoleezza Rice
at the first of the (school) year
rather than the end of it," Reely
said. "He's kind of our big-name
speaker, is the way it seems to be
happening right now. ... There's
so much excitement about him."

According to Reely, Rove will
likely address issues such as the
eco no my and terrorism as h e
discusses the presidential election.
Reely said he recommends that
students attend Rove's lecture,
because rather than delivering
emotional rhetoric about politics,
Rove will have facts to support
his arguments.
" (Rove) just won't bring a
feel-good speech ," Reely said.
"H e'll have statistics, he'll have
polls, he'll have data to back up
the points that he is making. . . .
It won't be a speech of passion.
It'll be a speech that, if somebody
comes, they'll walk away from it

with being better informed about
these, maybe, concerns we have
for the election.''
T here will be a question-andanswer session after Rove's speech.
Unlike at previous ASI lectures,
however, there will not be microphones on the floor for audience
members to ask questions during
the event. Instead, those who
would like to submit questions
for Rove are asked to email them
to asi@ h arding.edu .
Following the question-andanswer session, Rove will sign
copies of his book, " Courage
and Consequen ce: My Life as a
Conservative in the Fight," a New

York Times bestseller.
Senior public administration
m ajor Ashley Shelton said she
is looking forward to attending
Rove's lecture.
"I think that having worked
in the (presidential) administration that preceded the current
one, (Rove) can provide a little
insight as to m aybe what works
and what doesn't, what needs to
change, hope for America's future,"
Shelton said. "An d I hope that
he will talk about his personal
experien ces with Bu sh - n o t
so much 'personal,' but working
alongside him, what he was able
to get done."

SEE Page 1 b: Q&A with head volleyball coach Meredith Fear
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1·· Heart HU because
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CAB l<lcl<S off Homecoming with a weel< of events, school spirit
; ..•
,

by LEXI
STUTZMAN
news editor
'«'"'. ·

H t~ecoming is just
around the corner and the
Campus Activities Board is
at w<Jrk planning activities
to g~t Harding students
excitJd and showing their
Harding pride.
For the secon d year
in a i;ow, CAB will host I
Heat't 'HU week, a series
of campus events and
activities to take place
Moriday, Oct. 22 through
Friday, Oct. 27 - the five
class ' ~foys leading up to
Homeeoming weekend.
1

Last year we had
day's like I Heart
HU because it's
giving, and I Heart
HU b~cause it's
classy... Those
or~ j~st different
fun things that
are aspects of
Hcirding.
- Holly Bohnett,
junior
·,.
Sitnilar to last year, each
day I feature a theme
that the even ts of the day
will center around. This
year'~ tremes are: I Heart
HU b.e~ause "it's international,","it's musical," "it's
giving/' "it's festive" and
"it's spirited."

will

Junior Holly Bohnett,
co-director of CAB, said
she hopes the activities
will get students excited
about showing their school
spirit and about coming
out and bringing friends
to the events.
Bohnert said that beyond
setting the stage for fun
events, the theme of each
day has a meaning that
corresponds to some real
aspect of Harding life.
"Last year we had days
like, 'I Heart HU because
it's giving,' and 'I Heart
HU because it's classy,"'
Bohnett said. "Those are
just different fun things
that are aspects of Harding.
The week is about remembering those reasons we
do love Harding."
In accordance with
Tuesday's "musical" theme,
the band Pentatonix will
perform onstage in the
Administration Auditorium. The week will
conclude with "spirited"
day. Events that day will
include a bonfire and a
concert by The Sheriffs
of Nottingham.
Co-director senior
Shelby Babcock said of
the many events, the one
she is looking forward to
the most is the Pentatonix
concert.
"I didn't watch the

BELLEFONTE, PA Former Penn State assistant
football coach Jerry Sandusky
was sentenced to at least 30
years in prison Tuesday, Oct.
8 according to CNN.com.
Sandusky was convicted
on 45 counts of child sex
abuse in June after it was
determined that he had
sexually abused 10 boys
over a 15-year period.

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
Students face off in a game of Quidditch as part of last year's I Heart
HU week activities which took place in October. In preparation for
Homecoming, the Campus Activities Board will sponsor I Heart HU
week again this year from Oct. 22 to Oct. 27.
Sing Off or had ever Quidditch tournament, a said he was looking at the
even heard their music, "Rock Band" setup in the phrase "It's great to be
but I started listening to student center, a dodgeball at Harding," and started
it wh en I found out they tournament and concerts thinking of creative ways
were coming." Babcock by the bands The Belle to make it great to be at
said. "I love the fact that Brigade, Ha Ha Tonka, The Harding. McEntyre said I
it's all cover songs, so I Sheriffs of Nottingham Heart HU week is a fresh
know them already, but and The Nobility.
take on what a college
the twist they put on them
I Heart HU week was spirit week looks like.
is really neat."
the brainchild of former Tweet why you heart HU
Last year's events includ- CAB director Corey McEn- @HUStudentPubs with
ed a Harry Potter-inspired tyre. Last year McEntyre # IHeartHU

Business Briefs:

Which Wich closes doors,
Walmart Neighborhood
Market to open in Spring
by HOLLY BOHNETT
student writer

photo by HILLARY MILLER I Student Publications
The ~opular sandwich franchise Which Wich
closed the doors to its Searcy location last Sunday; Sept. 30. The business's closing came as a
sutJjrise to employees and many students who
often'visited the sandwich shop.

by BETHANY ASP EY
editorial asst.

Which Wich in Searcy unexpectedly
closed Sunday, Sept. 30.
Senior Carl Craig was among the
employees surprised by the sudden
closure. Craig was working the Sunday
it closed and was there to hear the news
directly from the owner, Don Rummel.
"He came in and said, 'I have to talk
to you guys.' Craig said. ''And then he
told us that they had to close the store.
We were all really shocked because we
didn't know it was doing badly at all."
Many of the employees said they felt
it appeared as though the business was
doing well, especially since Rummel
recently hired new employees.
Which Wich was immediately closed
down the day Rummel announced its
closure.
Upon being contacted, Rummel preferred not to comment on the reason
for the store's closing.

A sign has been posted and construction has begun on the new Walmart
Neighborhood Market.
The market will offer a wide selection
of groceries, a self-serve deli, bakery
items, frozen foods, meat and dairy
products and organic items, as well as
some health and beauty products and
a full pharmacy.
Located on Beebe Capps behind
the Brick Oven restaurant, the market
is expected to open sometime in the
spring of 2013.
The market will provide an alternative
to the Walman on Race Ave. and bring
more jobs to the Searcy area.
According to SearcyMatters.com, the
Market is planning to hire approximately
90 full-time and part-time employees
for the new store.
Details about exact opening dates
should be available soon.

ATLANTA-The Centers
for Disease Control reported
Tuesday, Oct. 8 that 119
people have been infected
with fungal meningitis, a
rare noncontagious form of
meningitis. The outbreak is
linked to contaminated steroid
injections and has resulted
in 12 fatalities nationwide
according to CNN.com.
LOSANGELE5-w.ilmart
employees in more than 12
cities including Dallas, Los
Angeles and Washington
walked off the job on
Tuesday, Oct. 9. According
to huffingtonpost.com, the
walk out was part of a protest
against company attempts to
"silence and retaliate against
workers for speaking out for
improvements on the job."

SANAA, YEMEN-CNN
reported Thursday morning
that a member of the team
investigating an attack on
the U.S. Embassy in Yemen
was killed. Officials say the
murder was most likely affiliated with al-Qaida.
MOSCOW - Members
of the Russian government
said Wednesday that they
will not renew a 20-year
partnership pact with the
U.S. According to The New
York Times, the pact successfully dismantled chemical
and nuclear weapons in the
former Soviet Union. The
program will expire n ext
spring.

BEIJING- Novelist Mo
Yan was awarded the Nobel
Prize for literature Thursday
morning, according to Fox
News. Yan's win marks
the first time a Chinese
writer has been awarded
the prize for a subject
other than critique of the
authorirarian government.
Yan's novels carefully tackle
controversial issues, such
as abortion, in a way that
blends Chinese folk tales,
history and contemporary
literature and lifestyle.
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f someone had told me
a year ago that after
graduation, I would stay
in Searcy to run a nonprofit
organization, I would have
laughed out loud. I planned
to move away from Arkansas,
and while I liked the idea of
working at a nonprofit (I debated sending an application
to the International Princess
Project), I never imagined
myself competent enough to
run one. By the time I graduated, my plan was to move
to St. Louis and start a small
wedding planning business
until my writing picked up
(if it ever did). But my plans,
like plans often do, went awry.
St. Louis is a pricey place
to live, so I moved in with my
parents for a while. I started
a freelance writing business
where I worked with local
companies on their websites,
newsletters and anything else
they wanted written. I learned
a lot ~bout writing, HTML

Bethany Aspey
editorial assistant

Katie Ramirez
faculty adviser

guest writers
Holly Bohnett
Michael Claxton
Ashley Heastie
Amanda Partridge
Brian Petree
Kyle Reeves
Hannah Robison
Haley Rogers
Ashley Rosenbaum

At the Bison, it is our goal to
serve the Harding University
student body with integrity, truth
and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a
two-way street between our staff
and the public it serves.
We pledge to keep our eyes and
ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in
return, that community will be an
interactive audience, sharing its
stories with us. We also pledge
to do the basics: report accurate
and relevant information, check
our facts, and share them in a
professional, timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions,
icomments or concems for the Bison staff,
please e-mail Lyndsey Ruble, the editorin-chief, at lruble@harding.edu
"The Bison(USPS 577-660) is published

weekly (except vacations, exams and
summer sessions), 18 issues per year, by
Harding University. Periodicals postage
paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The
Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY
AR 72149-0001"

and how to rank on Google,
but business was slow, and I
spent most ofmy time watching
''Doctor Who" and "Friends."
I was stuck in post-grad limbo
with no way out.
Two months ago, my
freshman roommate called
me about a conversation she
had overheard: The Literacy
Council of White County was
looking for a new program
director because the current
director was retiring. She
wanted her replacement to
be just out of college, preferably an English major, and
extremely organized.
My friend had interrupted
the conversation, telling the
speakers that she knew just the
person. Several phone calls,
trips to Searcy and sleepless
nights later, I got a phone call
from the board chairman: I
got the job. It took all of my
restraint to keep from doing
a happy dance in Starbucks.
For those of you who are
unfamiliar with the Literacy
Council, it is a nonprofit organization run almost entirely
by volunteers and donations.
One way that we raise money
is by running Second Time
Around Books, a used bookstore stocked exclusively with

donated books. The aim of
the Literacy Council is to help
adults learn to read, write and
compute English, which we
do by offering free tutoring
services, all ofwhich are given
by our volunteers. Since the
illiteracy rate in White County
is 13 percent, our services are
vital to the community.
The past two weeks have
been my orientation period
in the fight against illiteracy.
I've trained to be an English
literacy tutor, mailed quarterly
reports and sought computer
documents that eventually
turned up in the strangest
folders. I sometimes feel a
little out of my league, but
then again, you can only
learn when you are out of
your league. The more I learn
about the Literacy Council
work, the more I love it. It's
a great cause, and I can't
imagine doing anything
better to help people.
Life after graduation has
been nothing I expected it
to be. It has, however, been
an adventure.

AMANDA PARTRIDGE is a
guest contributor for the
Bison. She may be contacted
at amandajeanpartridge@
gmail.com.

Getting to Know God

Kasey Coble
asst. copy editor

Amy Mare
multimedia editor
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contentment in
my faith was nice
nd calm. I was a
freshman in college, ready for
exciting new experiences, and I
was focused on my own being
and how I could officially
become myself. This sounds
normal; however, I was intent
on becoming myself by my
own means. Prayer was a way of
fixing my problems whenever
they arose, and church seemed
a dreadful way to spend a
perfectly good free day. The
Bible sat gracefully upon my
nightstand, and all who entered would think it was a part
of my nightly ritual to read a
couple of Scriptures before
bed and then lazily drift off
into a healthy Christian sleep.
All of these things were me,
and I was them, and I am now
ashamed of such complacency
and passivity toward God the
Father.
On the first day of college,
I started out in my general
psychology class. Next to me,
a very short Korean girl sat
down, her eyes searching the
room, her calming demeanor
awaiting Dr. Kathy Howard
to begin so that she could hear
her very first college lecture.
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She did not say much to me,
only a little bit of small talk
here and there. Then the bell
rang, and before I walked out
of the room, very ready to
get a bite to eat, a small voice
arose in my direction, asking
me if I was going to lunch. I
hesitantly answered her with
a "yeah," and she asked if she
could join. We spent lunch
together with my roommates,
and from that day on, she has
been one of the greatest gifts
from God.
Never had I had a friendship based on Christ. Never
had I realized just how real
God is. Never had I cared.
My friend's example called me
closer, her willingness to listen
to my struggles, my heartaches
and then her willingness to
share her own - it all rang
so loudly. It rang clearly of
God. She displayed kindness
and devotion and showed me
the reality that is God. Her humility and selflessness opened
my eyes, helping me create a
cleaner slate in order for me
to begin reforming myself. I
saw her, and I wanted to have
those traits for my own; I
wanted to melt them into my
heart, and I wanted to do it
for the sake of God, because
I had finally realized just how
much I loved Him and how
much He loved me.
It was a gradual thing. I
grew up always knowing God
was somewhere around, somewhere listening, judging and

would totally accept me into
heaven in the end regardless
of my decisions. I manipulated
God - attempted to, anyway
- and, in turn, manipulated
my own self. My friend was
someone God knew I needed.
He knew that I learned best
from seeing potential "me's."
I see who I can be, and that
drives me to become that very
form of myself. But I was seeing the wrong potentials, and
whenever my friend came into
my life, she held on tight. God
used her to transform "Haley
· the Hollow" into "Haley the
Whole."
Nights spent praying, moments passed crying, minutes
of struggling, days of complaining, hours of sighing,
years of heavy breathing ...
all changed so drastically. H e's
where I get my inspiration
for living. I heard Him while
people sang and read about
Him everywhere. Suddenly,
He appeared in letters from
friends, in the undertones of
sadness, underlying the quiet
struggles of illness. He's in
between lines of poetry; He
rings through funeral bells;
He shines through each slit
in the blinds; He follows the
wings of each soaring creature,
dancing on every violin string.
He is music. He is heaven. He
is love. He is mine.
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HALEY ROGERS is a guest
contributor for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
hrogers 1@harding.edu.
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this form is true and complete. I understand that anyone who furnished false or
misleading information on this form or
who omits material or information requested on the form may be subject to criminal
sanctions {including 6nes and imprisonment) and/or civil sanctions (including
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aerial whiting

Happiness
Is ...

Being a
Servant

I

n ''The Swan H ouse," a Christian fiction novel by Elizabeth
Musser, the hero1ne's mother
dies in a plane accident and for
weeks her grief consumes her.
The girl, Mary Swan Middleton,
becomes despondent, shunning
the company of her friends and
family.
Eventually, Mary's continuous
grief leads her housemaid to take
her to a place that serves meals to
financially disadvantaged families.
Though hesitant to participate at
first, Mary becomes increasingly
involved in the ministry, and in
part by serving others and helping
them through their own struggles,
she recovers from the loss of h er
mom. Mary surrenders her life to
Christ in the novel, and through
her experiences she becomes immensely joyful.
Similarly, service was one of
the activities that brought me great
joy and deepened my faith when
I came to Harding. For my first
semester, I arrived with the wideeyed enthusiasm of a freshman,
connecting with a local church,
getting involved with devos,
enjoying daily chapel and loving
my New Testament survey class.
However, I felt I was not progressing as much in my faith as Ti':;j
had hoped I would, so I visited :~
with m y New Testament p ro- '
fessor about my concerns. He
suggested becoming involved in J
acts of service, and shortly after I
our discussion, an opportunity
presented itself for me to tutor
a little girl. A couple of times a
week, I worked with her on her
reading skills, and while I don't
think I can take much credit' for I
the progress she made duking .
that school year, it was incredibly
rewarding to watch h er conf~J
dence grow because she· knew I .1
cared about her and wanted her '
to succeed.
.
·"
I think Mary Swan Middleton'$t-i
experiences in the novel and my.·~
experiences at school with senrice 1
are reflections of the idea that faiJ:h-),;
and works are in~tely. connec!~d>j
Oames 2:14-26). Likewise,1 thihk:')~
we both discovered the deep jox. ;
that comes from helpii;ig othei~!~
rather than focusing on ourselves.f1
Service to others was essenml tb •
Jesus' ministry. Mark 10:45 r~~J~
us that our Lord came no t to bb'3
served but to serve. The King o~
Kings "was in the form of God ...
but made himself nothing, taking
the form of a servant" (Philippians
2:6- 7, English Standard Version).
Those are pt>werful statements:
When the Creator of the universe
comes down to Earth to serve th~
created, we need to pay attenlion.
Furthermore, Philippians 2: 5
tells us that we need to "have this •
mind" in us - that is, we need to
have Christ's humility and concern
for others' well-being - and that
means we need to learn how to
serve like ·Him.
Commendably, servant-mindedness is one of the defining characteristics of .o ur school. Bisons
for Christ Day of Service, service
organizations such as Christians
in Action and Smiles for Christ,
social club volunteerism and the
recent disaster relief campaigns
to LaPlace, La., all give testimony
to our university's commitment to
being the hands and feet of Jesus.
So, to all of you who are participating in Relay for Life tonight,
who collected gifts for the Magi
Project or who are raising fwiJs to
support good works abroad. keep
it up. You will both be blessed and
be a blessing.

AERIAL WHITING is the oplnlOns
editor for the Bison. She may
be contacted at awhitlng@
harding.edu.

the Bison

OpiQjQJJ.§

4a

lyndsey ruble

Moral
of the
Story
Let Affirmative
Action Mature
tits birth, affirmative action offered
hope for America. It promised to
help prevent racism and stereotypes
and assist minorities in getting the education
and profession they deserved. Now, 50 years
later, I am not sure about the hope that
affirmative action is supposedly providing.
This week, the Supreme Court heard
Fisher v. University of Texas at Austin, which
will challenge the use of race as a factor in
university admissions. The case is based
on Abigail Fisher, a Caucasian student
who graduated from a public high school
in Texas in 2008. According to The New
York Times, Fisher was denied admission
to the University of Texas at Austin after an
evaluation that considered a candidate's race.
The Atlantic recently published an article
challenging affirmative action in light of the
Supreme Court hearing. Basically, writers
Richard Sander and Stuart Taylor Jr. argue
that the students accepted by a university
that gives strong preference to minorities
struggle more than they succeed. Elite and
rigorous universities are eager to diversify
and use affirmative action as a tool to do
so. However, this often results in students
attending schools where they don't fit in
and where there is a large gap between
their aptitude and that of their peers. This
is called mismatching.
Small amounts of minority preference
may indeed be beneficial, but the contemporary racial preferences used by selective
schools are extremely large. According to
Sander and Taylor, accepted minority students
often have an SAT score of on average 300
points lower than their classmates' scores.
This creates a very negative learning environment for minority students. A 300-point
gap is huge, and minority students realize
that. Because of poor education standards
in areas where minorities often grow up,
they are often not as advanced or prepared
for course work that their classmates find
ordinary. Such a large difference is bound
to cause both academic discouragement and
social alienation. In addition, a university that
accepts minorities who cannot handle the
rigor reinforces false stereotypes by setting
minority students up to fail.
According to ''Increasing Faculty Diversity;'
a book about affirmative action by Stephen
Cole and Elinor Barber, "blacks who start
college interested in pursuing a doctorate
and an academic career are twice as likely
to be derailed from this path if they attend
a school where they are mismatched."
In addition, a study at Duke University
showed that "interracial friendships are
more likely to form among students with
relatively similar levels of academic preparation; thus, blacks and Hispanics are more
socially integrated on campuses where they
are less academically mismatched."
In almost all instances of observation,
African-Americans and Hispanics were
significantly more likely to fail and drop out
of their mismatched university.
No matter what decision the Supreme
Court makes, changes have already been
made for affirmative action on the state
level. Washington, Michigan, Arizona, New
Hampshire, California and Florida have
banned racial preferences in admissions
outright. After the ban, minority enrollment
fell, but at the University of Washington
"Hispanic enrollment is higher and black
enrollment is comparable to before race
was banned," according to an article by The
Associated Press.
As the tides turn with affirmative action,
I think we will see more universities basing
their preferences on economic inequality
instead of racial inequality. An economic
affirmative action program could consider
income and wealth as a factor in admission,
and therefore acknowledge discrimination
indirectly.
Moral of the story: Though affirmative
action based on socioeconomic status may
not be as simplistic as asking for skin color,
the time has come that universities adjust
to the real issues and root causes of lack of
diversity in colleges. The current means of
affirmative action being based on race ignore
the fact that reform is needed in primary
and secondary schools. The beginning of
a lifetime of dedication to education has to
start somewhere, and right now, that starting
place is atrocious for most inner-city or
poor children. Whether that change comes
through the state or Supreme Court, so be it.
r

LYNDSEY RUBLE is the editor-inchief for the Bison. She may be
contacted at lruble@harding.edu or
lyndseyruble. wordpress.com.

Thrifty Versus Trendy
such as Goodwill and Barkin' Barn.
There is a certain challenge within
the realm of "thrifting" that causes me
to be creative and flexible. Whether you
are shopping for a blouse, skirt, jeans
or shorts, it takes a certain amount of
imagination to find what you are looking
for in each piece.
The real treasure is when you make a
would not consider myself a very purchase you hadn't originally planned to
materialistic person. Although I do make. A pair of red, white and teal plaid
greatly enjoy the comforts of a couch, overalls - you bet I wear those every year
the convenience of my iPhone, driving at my camp's talent show. A pair of khaki
my Toyota and of course, sporting my Eddie Bauer shorts, not only my favorite
brand, but for $3.50? You can probably
inexpensive wardrobe.
For students on campus, clothes can spot me wearing them nearly every day
be of the greatest or least importance. I in the summer. Then there are the unique
am a firm believer in the principle "dress finds from T-shirts of events that you
for success," and the way you dress can may or may not have actually attended.
Let's get real. A huge perk of smart
determine the way you feel.
With that being said, in order to shopping is price. If I'm in a retail store,
accomplish this, I shop diligently at sev- I go straight to the clearance racks in
eral places. It is true that I am a big fan hopes of finding anything under $15. For
of Eddie Bauer, Target, Old Navy and that same amount you can buy a week's
Forever 21. However, I receive greater worth of shirts at Goodwill. Trust me, I
shopping satisfaction from local stores, might have done this the entire second

guest

space

!

week of the semester.
The real thrill I receive in all of this
is not about the clothes. Though I do
appreciate the many colorful, humorous
garments that I have acquired, I take
pleasure in knowing that my purchases
profit the needs of others. Helping people
learn the importance of work and saving
animals of the Searcy Animal Shelter by
shopping at the Barkin' Barn gives me
much more incentive to buy an oversized
sweater than any window display in a mall
ever could.
I am grateful for this time in life when it
is acceptable to wear jeans most days, or to
have the freedom to express my personal
taste through my scarf collection. For I
know the days of appropriate work and
business dress are soon to come. But for
today, I can simply study and delight in
my coral imported Egyptian cotton Jones
New York cardigan for $2.50.

HANNAH ROBISON is a guest
contributor for the Bison. She may be
contacted at hrobison@harding.edu.
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Down for the Count

D

uring last week's presidential
debate, Republican challenger
Mitt Romney was asked what
spending he would specifically cut in
order to slow the federal deficit. He
mentioned the small subsidy for PBS
as an example of our government borrowing money to support things it can't
afford. Romney especially singled out
Big Bird for a pink slip.
It's about time. Big Bird has been
living large on taxpayer money since
the early '70s. As much as kids may
love him, he simply has never pulled
his own weight. He can't fly, he doesn't
work, he gets people's names wrong
and for a long time he even had hallucinations. Surely the public's money
can go to support more reliable birds.
Like Woody Woodpecker.
But our yellow friend is not the
only one on "Sesame Street" who may
be corrupting the system. At the rate
Grover keeps falling down, he'll be on
permanent disability soon. Elmo has
psychological problems and claims
to live in his own world. Oscar the
Grouch's government housing is a
trash can, for crying out loud. And you
can't tell me that Cookie Monster isn't
subverting the First Lady's campaign
against obesity.
This puppet welfare has gone on
long enough, and if President Barack
Obama is re-elected, Big Bird will
probably get a grant and a 4 percent
raise. So I fully agree that desperate
times call for dramatic budget cuts.
However, if Romney prevails on Nov.
6 and "Sesame Street'' is forced to earn
its own.keep, I do hope Congress will
set aside a tiny pension for the Count.
Long before Bella and Edward,
before Anne Rice and definitely before
we found out that Abe Lincoln was
moonlighting as a Vampire Hunter,
there was Count von Count. No pale,

michael
claxton
T-shirted lover boy, the Count is a
healthy shade of purple, dresses in
style with a cape and monocle, and is
too busy counting to stress over relationships. He has fangs and pointed
eyebrows, but, perhaps wisely, the
show has never dwelt on any habits
of drinking blood and whatnot.
His motto is, ''I am the Count, and
I love to count things." While other
Muppets bumble around on the public
dole, the Count has actually worked
for 40 years, counting everything in
sight. He counts the bats in his castle.
He counts the blocks in Ernie and Bert's
playroom. He counts snowflakes. He
has even counted himse1£ Every enumeration is followed by a thunderclap
and the Count's distinctively maniacal
laugh: ''.Ah, Ah, Ah."
His enthusiasm for numbers is infectious. As a small boy, I idolized the
Count. I wanted to be just like him.
So I made myself a cape and stalked
around the house announcing, "I am
the Count," and taking inventory in
an obnoxious Transylvanian accent:
"One - one window. Ah, Ah, Ah."
"Two - two curtains. Ah, Ah, Ah."
''Three - three chairs. Ah, Ah, Ah."
This went on for about three years.
I now realize why my mother never
gave me more than one cookie at a
time. Adults can only take so much
''.Ah, Ah, Ah" in one day.
You would think that with this intense
numerical background I would have
gone into math instead of English. But ·

at the time, all I wanted was to be an
actuarial Dracula. I even had a T-shirt
with the Count on it that I wore almost
every day. Had I been smart enough
to make a Last Will and Testament, I
would have insisted upon being buried
in that shirt.
I eventually outgrew my Count
impression. I don't remember exactly
when it was, but it must have been before high school when I nearly failed
Algebra 2B. The Count never covered
algebra on "Sesame Street." But he did
instill a love of numbers into several
generations of children. Think how
many 40-year-olds would have no idea
how many friends they pretend to have
on Facebook if they hadn't learned the
basics of one-two-three from the Count
I thought about him when I read
that Jerry Nelson, the veteran puppeteer
who gave the Count his memorable
voii::e, died in August at the age of 78.
That voice was an essential part of my
childhood repertoire. Like most kids,
I tried out lots of different voices in
search of my own. It's an essential part
of growing up - what Wordsworth
called "endless imitation" - in which
we patch together an identity based
on the mannerisms of people (and
characters) around us.
Much to my family's relief, I didn't
settle on my Count voice. But in the
brief time that I acted out that role, I
felt important. There were things to
be counted everywhere, and I thought
somebody had to get the job done. So
thanks, Jerry, for lending me an Eastern
European accent, and a way to make
myself count. I owe you one. "That's
one - one favor. Ah, Ah, Ah."

MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
contributor for the Bison. He may
be contacted at mclaxto 1 @harding .edu. Tweet @HUStudentPubs
with #JusttheClax.
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field

by MATT CHAFFIN
asst. sports editor

Bison pride,
win or lose
You've heard it a thousand times: Have sch ool
spirit. Cheer for your team
if they win or lose. Wear
school colors.
And usually all of that
just goes in one ear and out
the other. Pep rallies and
school spirit apparel, we
say, were for high school.
And that may b e true.
But at college pep rallies,
we win money and iPads
and plane rides. At college
football games we tailgate
(who doesn't want free good
food?) and dress up.
It's about time that we
figured out how much fun
football season could be.
At the first home game,
some people even said that
it felt like we were at a
"real school" playing " real
football" and having a "real
tailgate."
And it was kind of true.
On game days for Division I teams, I see m y
friends who attend schools
like Mizzou and Alabama
posting pictures decked out
in school colors, at tailgates
and supporting their school
no matter what.
1bis was the fir.>t time that
I had ever seen Harding kids
do the same. What made it
a "real" football game was
just the fact that people
actually cared and made ari
effort to be involved.
So for once, I think it has
gotten through the heads
of much of the student
population that we should
indeed have school spirit.
At long last, we actually
care about our Bison football team.
Now that we have finally
reached this monumental
point, we have to maintain it.
Not just for football season,
though, and no t just when
the team is undefeated.
Of course, it's much more
fun to support a winning
team. Losing stinks. But it
doesn't make it any better
when the fans give up on
the team after a loss.
This weekend the Bisons
will play what is probably
their m ost difficult game
of the season against No.
12 ranked Henderson State.
If we win this game, it will
be a huge accomplishment
and move us up from our
already No. 23 ranking.
The problem? If the
Bisons lose that game, I
think they will also lose
their fans.
Supporting an undefeated team is just so much
more fun.
But so is playing a sport
when you have people
screaming and cheering
throughout the entire game.
So let's remember this
season that, win or lose,
we need to keep supporting
our athletes.
Basketball season is just
around the comer, starting
on Monday with Midnight
Madness.
But for now, my focus
is on tomorrow's big game.
Be there.

ALEXIS HOSTICKA is
sports editor for the

2012-2013 Bison.
She may be contacted at
ahostick@harding.edu.
Twitter: @alexis_hosticka

With no time left on the

clock, sophomore kickerJohn
Gay booted the Southern
Arkansas Muleriders from
their undefeated status, as
the Harding Bison football
team remained undefeated
as they beat Southern Arkansas 23-20 to improve
to 5-0 in 2012 and 3-0 in
the GAC.
Harding came into the
game leading all of Division
TI in rushing yards for the
second straight season. The
Muleriders came prepared
for the Harding triple option
attack as the Bisons struggled
to get any sort of offense
goingin the first half Southern
Arkansas held the Harding
offense to just 57 yards of
total offense in the fir.>t half
and took a 13-2 lead into
halftime as the only points
scored by Harding came
off of a blocked extra point
attempt that was returned
by Roderick Cohn.
"A lot of times guys will
play a completely different
defense against us than they
have played all year," said
head football coach Ronnie
Huckeba. "Ir's all because of
the style of offense we play
and how well we play it."
The Muleriders had 235
yards of total offense going
into halftime as they led three
different drives longer than
50 yards against the Bison
defense.
Coming into the game,
Huckeba said he knew that
the Mulerider offense had
the potential to have early

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
Junior Ashtun Williams carries the ball down the field during the Bison's first home game against
East Central University on Sept. 29. Harding won the game 31-14.
successe against the Bison's
defense.
"They will definitely
present a challenge to us;
they will be by far the best
offense we have faced so
far this year." Huckeba said.
The Bisons came out
strong to start the second
half as the defense held
Southern Arkansas to just
two yards of offense in
the third quarter. As for
the offense, they returned
the second half kickoff to
midfield and then had their
longest drive of the game
to that point as they took
the ball down to the SAU

14-yard line as Gay m ade a
31-yard field goal to make
it a one p ossession game.
After an SAU pun t,
Harding drove the ball 7 4
yards 'down field as senior
quarterback Kelvin Martin
found sophomore running
back Donatella Luckett for
a 30-yard touchdown pass.
''We knew we were going
to have to make plays and
that's exactly what we did
as a brotherhood," senior
defensive lineman Ty Powell
said. ''We put each other on
each other's backs and carried
ourselves to an spectacular
victory."

Southern Arkansas tied it

up with 1:17 left in the game
after a one-yard touchdown.
Harding faced a fourth
down with 32 seconds to go
in the game when Martin
threw the ball to junior wide
receiver Alex Rachal who
could not hold onto it. But
the Muleriders were called
for pass interference, putting
the Bison in field goal range
where Gay kicked a 44-yard
field goal for the win.
The 23rd-ranked Bisons
come back home on Saturday to face off against
their toughest opponent of
the year so far, Henderson

State. The Reddies come
to Harding ranked 12th
in the country and boast a
6-0 record after they beat
Arkansas Monticello 71-0
last week.
This season, Henderson
State averaged 60 poiht1~.
per game.
'
The biggest battle will
be the Harding secondary,
who gives up less than 110
passing yards per game,
against the Henderson State
passing attack which comes
into the game avei:aging 360
passing yards per game.
Tailgating starts at 4 p.m.
and kickoff is at 6 p.m.

Steady start for
Bison golf teams_:
byJESS BOYD
web editor

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
Freshman Ellie Buttram goes for the ball in the game on Oct. 7 against
Northwest Oklahoma State University. The Lady Bisons won 2-1.

Soccer making comeback
byAMYMARE
multimedia editor
The women's soccer team looks for a
win on Oct. 18 against Lyon College after
defeating Northwestern State University
this past Sunday.
Junior forward Jenna Taylor converted
two penalty kicks in Sunday's game to lead
the team to a 2-1 victory. The Lady Bisons
improved to 5-4-2 overall and remain in
second place in the GAC standings.
Taylor has been out the last four games
with an injury but came back strong to
help the Lady Bisons get the win.
The last time the Lady Bisons took
m ore than one penalty kick in a game
was in 2002, at Ouachita Baptist. Sunday's
game was the third time it has happened
in Harding history, and the first time a
Harding player has made both kicks.
The Lady Bisons did not give up and
went into double-overtime to beat NSU.
"Our girls just kept pressuring and
pressuring on Sunday," head coach Greg
Harris said. ''We didn't have·the scoring
touch in the flow of play, but when you
keep pressing good things happen. That
is how we received the two penalty kicks."
Taylor said that she expects the team

to continue growing closer together and
improving this season.
''We've been working hard and I think
by the end of the year we could be a real
threat to go deeper into the postseason
than a lot of people expect," Taylor said.
Looking ahead to the remainder of
the season, Harris is optimistic the team
can handle anything thrown their way.
"I'm confident in our ability to play any
team," Harris said. ''We now play everyone
in conference again starring tonight. I'm
interested to see how the ladies respond
to other teams knowledge of how we play.
The second time is alWt!-ys tougher, and
the other teams have something to prove.
I want to see how hungry our girls are."
As the women take on Lyon, there are
a few key things they must remember.
''We will have to continue high pressuring, keep the communication the entire
game, possess the ball and just battle out
every 50/ 50 ball," senior defender Lauren
Scharf said. 'This team might not have
many upperclassmen or speed but we
have passion to finish on top even if it
means in double overtime."
The Lady Bisons will face off against
the Lyon College Scots Thursday at 4 p.m.
on the Harding soccer field.

The men's and women's
golf teams have started their
seasons out strong.
"The Lady Bisons have
played in three tournaments
thus far and our scores have
gotten lower each time,"
women's head coach Christy
Morgan said. ''I think we are
starting to put the pieces
together to make a great run
in the spring."
The Lady Bisons matched
the best round in program
history to finish sixth at
the University of Central
Oklahoma Classic on Oct.
2. Harding broke the school
r ecord for a two-round
tournament with a score of
601, which was seven strokes
better than the previous
record of 608, also set at
the UCO Classic in 2011.
Senior So-Yun Kim shot
her second career round of
par or better to finish with
a school record, tying the
two-roundscoreof 147.Kim
placed ninth, which was her
14th career top-10 finish.
"We broke our season
record so far and we all played
really well," sophomore Brittany Marquez said. "Yo-ni
Shaw shot one of her lowest
rounds, a 71, and I think we
all just thought it was a good
tournament overall."
At the Lady Bisons' first
tournament of the season
on Sept. 18, Marquez fired
her second straight round
of par or better and won the
Northeastern State Univet:sity
Golf Classic.
"The amazing thing about
this team is that there are
only four players," Morgan

said. "Golf teams are usu-.
ally composed of five. At
tournaments you keep your
four best scores and throw
out your highest one. We
have been very blessed that
when one of our teammates
is down, another one seems
to pick up the slack for the
others."
The Bisoos finished eighth
out of 18 teams with a tworound score of 617 at the
Northeastern State Univet:sity
Golf Classic on Sept. 25.
Harding's top finisher was
junior Lucas Collins, who
placed eighth with a threeover 147. It was Collins'.
highest career placement
and his third top-10 finish.
"We played really well
in Oklahoma despite some
tough weather conditions;
the winds were blowing
about 35 miles per hour as it
usually does in Oklahoma,"
head men's coach Dustin
Howell said.
Junior Jordan Perry was
the next highest finisher for
the Bisons. He shot 11-over
155 and tied for 38th. He said
they played well as a team and
it was a good tournament to
start out with.
Three freshmen competed
alongside Collins and Perry
to round out the five-man
team. They also represented
Harding at the Indian Bayou
Classic in D estin, Fla., on
Oct. 8-9 and tied for fifth
place out of 10 teams.
Both the Bisons and Lady
Bisons will compete at the
Bison Fall Classic in Cabot,
Ark., on Oct. 15-16. The
tournament will be held at
the Greystone Country Oub.
Tee off will be at 8 a.m. on
both days.
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Q&A with Coach Fear:
..,. -. -~ ~
compiled byALEXIS HOSTICKA
sports editor

The Lady Bisons volleyball team is undefeated in the
GAC and had a record of 15-6 as of press time. Their next
.con(erence mat~h is at home ~gainst Southern Nazarene
U~.~ity at 2 p:m. tomorrow. Here's a look at head coach
M
.. ·th
, Fear's perSpective on the season.
. ··. : ·, .ow qo you.feel about the season thus far?
',. ,;.: e se~son ~s;going really well so far. The team is
iml"rO'Ving each match and we are hoping to continue that
trend until the end and pealC at our conference tournament
in November. We lost a few matches early in the season
thatwe probably shouldn't have, but they have turned into
learning opportunities and the team is better for it. So far,
we are undefeated in conference play, which is right where
we'd like to be.
Qit;~~ WQW9.ygu pick as your strongest players?
Why.~ 
A: That's a tough question. We are really well-rounded
this year. Offensively, different hitters step up at different
times and same with defense. However, our primary "go-to"
hitter is Mollie Arnold. She is a junior outside hitter who
is leading the conference and is in
top 20 in the nation
in kills per set. (Senior) Amber Schinzing has been setting
for us this year, which is like the quarterback position in
volleyball. She's also in the top 25 in the nation for assists
per set. And then leading our defense is junior libero Iisa
Copeland. She leads the team in both digs and aces per set.
Q: Your next conference match is against Southern
Nazarene University this weekend. How do you feel
about that match up? What have you been doing to
prepare?
A: I am excited about our match up with SNU. They are
new to both the conference and the NCAA this season.

An inside look at the volleyball
team's so-far perfect season

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publications
Junior outside hitter Mollie Arnold bumps the ball in the Lady Bisons' match against Henderson State
University on Oct. 2. Harding won the match in three sets and is currently undefeated in the conference.

the

season in that match so I have raised my expectations in
what's possible for us out on the court. I know they'll do
well with the rest of conference play.
Q: What do you think is the team's biggest challenge
for the remainder of the season?
A: Each match in the rest of our season is a challenge. We
have to focus on them and beat them one at a time. Obviously, we would like to host the conference tournament in
November. To do that, we would need to beat the other high
ranking teams in our conference, being Southern Arkansas
University and Arkansas Tech.

Since we have never played them before, the team is going
into the match with confidence and an open mind for expectations. We play Union University before SNU, so right
now in practice we are focused on them. We take things one
match at a time and don't overlook any opponent.
Q: How do you see the team ending the season? Why?
A: It has been our goal this season to go undefeated in
conference play. I'm confident we can reach that goal. This
past weekend we played some really tough teams including
No. 4 ranked.Washburn University who we lost to in five
sets. However, the team played the best that they have all

No more participation awards
B.asketball season tips
off with Midnight Madness
Braves, Diamondbacks
and Cardinals in the Babe
Ruth League at Todd Lane
in Smyrna, Tenn.
Some of my fondest
childhood memories come
from those ball fields. It was
not until much later in my
life I realized something
was wrong there.
We, like the majority of
city sports leagues, had a
champion of the league.
One team that won the
most games and the final
tournament.
They were regarded
the champion, but there
was one major fl.aw in the
system: Everyone won a
trophy.
This philosophy is not
the best; in fact, it is one
of the worst. What does
that teach our children?
In life, everybody does
not win. I know it's fair to
award things to children
that otherwise might not
have the chance, but what
are they learning?
I'm reminded of Michael
Jordan.
We all know he's the
greatest basketball player
to ever play the game, but

by KYLE REEVES

time as an actual Harding basketball player;'
Lewis said.
-~
For many players it is exciting to get back
Although it feels as though football and into the Rhodes, but for others like Hayden
fall have just begun at Harding University, Johnson, a junior on the men's team, it is
basketball is just around the comer, and what about having a good time.
· better :way to celebrate it than the annual
''My favorite thing about Midnight MadMidnight Madness? Both the men's and ness is always the dunk contest," Johnson
women's basketball teams have been hard at said. "I remember when Jordan (Layrock)
work preparing for their respective seasons, jumped over Dr. Burks and everyone went
and they. are r,.eady to be put on display for crazy."
the entire university to see.
The players really look forward to putting
The event, which will be on Oct.15, has on a fun show for all the fans that come out
fearuied a club three-point shooting contest, and never seem to disappoint the Rhodes
1 ''
games
for randomly drawn students to win Rowdies. In addition to all those things,
cash, pump-up videos narrated by Hard- Midnight Madness gives the freshmen their
ing legend Chancellor Cliff Ganus Jr., an first chance at some of the classic Rhodes
introduction of each basketball player on Rowdies chants. Midnight Madness never
the roster, a dunk contest, and a half-court ceases to have its fa.ii: share of power claps,
s'Ilot fot half tuition to a randomly drawn defense chants and Harding fight songs.
student. For sophomore women's basketball And Dr. Burks always seems to find his way
player Montana Lewis, however, it is about into some trouble by fouling out and giving
much more than that.
the students their first chance to escort a
''The one thing I'm looking forward to player back to the bench in a way that could
at Midnight Madness this year is seeing ev- only be truly accomplished in the Rhodes
eryone come out to support us;' Lewis said Fieldhouse. As one last perk for the fans,
Lewis is excited to experience Midnight there is always the chance to to make the
Madness from courtside this fall for the half-court shot for a big check from Harding,
second time and still has fond memories and Johnson has a feeling that this might be
the year it happens.
from a year ago.
"I'm looking forward to the half-court shot
''My best memory from Midnight Madness last year was being able to experience for half tuition this year; I think somebody
the atmosphere of the Rhodes for the first is going to make it," Johnson said.
s°f:4~twriter

I got in an argument
about two weeks ago about
how there are just some
things men and women
can't do in the work force.
Whether you agree or
disagree, it's true: there
are certain jobs that men
cannot work and certain
jobs women cannot work.
The New International
Version Bible was just recently updated to change
certain words and phrases
to be more politically correct. We also see it in our
"Club Week." Our society
is becoming more and
more politically correct.
And it's fl.owing over into
our sports. We're a society
that's afraid to pick winners
and losers.
I played baseball m y
whole life. In the days of
city ball, I remember playing
for the D odgers, Royals,
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some might not know his
story. In high school, he
was deemed too short and
didn't make the varsity
squad. He became great by
wanting to prove that he
could play. He saw his goal
and wanted to achieve it.
Allowing everyone to
win doesn't teach anything.
If we want our kids to be
the best they can be, allow
them to set goals and see
the ultimate prize. Allow
them to see the other kids
rejoice after winning. We
aren't here to be ordinary
or mediocre.
We're here to be the
absolute best we can be.
Allow them to see others
succeed in order to motivate them to be something
better.
Show resiliency and
determination in everything
you do, because in life, not
everybody wins. Motivate
yourself to be your own
champion.

'Ronnie Huckeba
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What does that
teach our children?
In life, everybody
does not win.
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Global Hand
Washing Day
Members of GATA and
biology department raise
money to build wells
by ASHLEY
ROSENBAUM
guest writer

When members of the
women's social club GATA
asked GATA sponsor and
biology professor Amber
Hug if there was a service
project they could do, Hug
had the perfect idea in mind:
building wells in Africa
and raising awareness for
Global Hand Washing Day
on Oct. 15.
This idea came from
Professor of Biology Dr.
Steven Moore who traveled
to Ghana, South Africa and
South Sudan this summer
and saw how people were
working to drill 91 different
wells. Although the wells
cost about $12,000 each to
drill, they can help improve
the water quality in many
different villages.
Moore's trip helped him
see that building these wells
and being taught good
health habits were not
the only thing that people
in the villages benefitted
from; they were also taught
the Bible.
''All of this is done free
to the villages and after
that, evangelists come
in and start teaching the
gospel," Moore said. "So,
the Church of Christ has
a very good reputation
in the area as wanting to
serve, but also to minister
to those people in a number
of different ways. They help
these people, they teach
them about hand washing
and they teach them how
to service and maintain
these wells. It's the whole
package that they put together to help these people,
so they can essentially help
themselves."
After Hug presented
this idea to the club, Moore
came to talk to GATA. The
club was very excited about
the water well project as
well. To help raise money
for the project, GATA and
the biology department
decided to sell T-shirts in

the student center for $10
each. All of the profits will
go to the water well project.
They also had a bucket
design ed like a well for
people to make donations.
"Every quarter, ever y
dime, nickel and penny
helps," sophomore GATA
Service Project Director
Holly Jones said. "If every
kid brought a dollar to chapel,
you could easily build two
wells. I think that it is an
excellent project to build as
our own little pet project
because it's a good thing for
the girls to get involved in
and it's good for Harding
to get involved in it."
Moore said he hopes
to take a picture of all the
students wearing the Global
Hand Washing Day T-shirts
on Oct. 15 to send to the
villages along with the money
that has been collected to
help drill more wells.
Hug said that interacting
with people outside their
group and with a completely
different department has
opened their eyes to the
fact that no matter what
your major is, you can come
together and serve God.
"It's just like Jeremiah
20:9 where he says 'I can't
not say anything about this.
If I don't say anything, my
bones will cry out,'" Hug said.
"So, I think for the girls to
have a service project that
they find meaningful (and)
that has purpose allows
them to get outside their
shell and actually be bold."
Hug said GATA is
interested in making this
fundraiser an annual event
and to have a Harding
hand washing day every
October 15th. She hopes
that eventually other clubs
will join in once the event
becomes more established.
"Harding students have
huge hearts," Moore said.
"I think people could get
involved in so many ways,
whether it's helping financially or that they could see
for themselves what work
is being done."

photo by ASHEL PARSONS I Student Publication
Dr. David B. Burks sits in between sophomore Tim Miles (LEFT} and senior Lewis Jackson while
conversing with Cone Hall RAs over British style tea and snacks on Thursday, Oct. 4. The Con•
Hall RAs have met for tea in the lobby kitchen with dorm mom Linda Cox every Thursday at 3: 34
p.m. since the beginning of the semester.

Burks joins RAs for te
by MATT RYAN

than a week or two, she agreed to
do it. To her surprise, Cox said, the
weekly teatime became very popular
Dr. D avid B. Burks m ad e a among the RAs and their guests.
"I really was surprised," Cox said.
guest appearance in Con e Hall last
Thursday, Oct. 4, where he and "I thought maybe (the RAs) would do
the dorm mom and RAs discussed it for a week or two and that would
culture, food and Burks' retirement be it. But just on Tuesday night they
over scones, cookies and hot cups came in here at curfew and said 'Oh,
of Tetley tea. Since the beginning I'm so excited, Thursday's tea time."'
Cox said the RAs decided that it
of the semester, Cone Hall dorm
would
be fun to see if they could
mom Linda Cox, originally from
Derby, England, has met with the get Burks to join them for tea one
Cone RAs every Thursday at 3:30 week, so they called his office.
p.m. in the dorm's lobby kitchen Shortly after making the call, Cox
for an informal British-style tea, said Burks informed them that he
complete with authentic sweets and was free and that he would be glad
to come.
snacks.
''I really admire him for being this
Although Cox has occasionally
had informal tea with a few of her involved with them and taking the
RAs since joining Harding as a time out of his day to do something
dorm mom in 1992, she said that like this," Cox said. "I know that he
tea has never been a weekly event enjoys it, but still, you think o f all
until this semester. Cox said the of the things that he is asked to do,
RAs approached her early in the I just appreciate that he would take
semester about having weekly tea time to get to be with the students
with her and although she said she and do the things that they enjoy,
did not expect it to last for more and that he is involved and interested
features editor

in their lives."
Burks said he enjoyed the ex
perience and that it was a very .au
thentic and unique way for student
. to interact with one another whil·
also learning about another cultun
"I've been in London a couple o
times and gone to high tea - i
has always cost a whole lot m or.
- but it's really a neat tradition,'
Burks said. ''You almost always hav.
tea and scones like we had today.
think it's a neat thing for them t(
do things like this that are clifferen
and yet honor that culture. I thin]
it's great."
Sophomore Tim Miles, RA in Con
Hall, said he enjoys the weekly op
portunity to have tea with Cox, anc
that he appreciated Burks comin;
to spend his time having tea witl
the RAs.
''Experiencing another culture an•
seeing how people come togethe
in other communities is just reall
cool," Miles said. "And it wa:i cool tc
kind of see Dr. Burks on a persona
note, just away from everything else.'

Team works to improve quality of life in Haiti
by SAVANNAH LEE
asst. photographer

A team from Harding University is
leaving on New Year's Day to go to Gonaives, Haiti, for nine days to produce
films for a health series.
O 'N eal Tankersley, missionary in
re~idence and' leader of the trip, h as
been working on this film series since
2003. The series was created to educate Haitians on preventative ways to
improve health and living conditions.
Episodes from this series are 15 to 20
minutes in length and cover a range of
topics from hygiene to nutrition to fire
safety. The team will be working with
local Christians to make the films in

Haitian Creole language.
Tankersley goes to Haiti at least once
a year and normally takes one or two
others to help with the videos. He tries
to find people who are interested in
film making, because this trip can act
as on-the-job training and experiential
learning.
"I'm interested in teaching Christian
young people who want to make Christian films just like I've been doing,"
Tankersley said.
This year there are eight people on
the team. Since their team is twice the
size as usual they will be doing twice
the work. The team plans to split into
two crews to film two different videos.
James Rucker, who graduated Harding

@Unbarrettable
Dumb tweets getting favorites bums
me out Uke when bad American Idol

contestants say their: families told
them they could sing really well.
10/6/12, 7:37 PM

with a degree in media, is returning for
a third trip to Haiti as a co-director to
lead one of the film crews.
The first crew will work on a development film on re-forestation to prevent
erosion wh ere much of the tree cover
has been cut.
The second crew will work,pn a church
leadership film, especially working with
youth. 1t will be a compilation of skits
communicating messages of h onesty,
kindness, modesty and other pertinent
topics from a Christian p erspective.
The local Christian teenagers will act
out the skits in Creole in o rder to help
interpret the message.
'We hope to be able to leave behind, or
come back and edit and help them with,

a whole album of at least 10, ideally 21
little skits that have Christian message
for young p eople," Tankersley said.
Tankersley and his teams throughou
the years have made three full DVDs tc
give to people who have the means t(
sh are them with others in Haiti. Loca
churches use the videos at various churcl
meetings or gatherings.
Junior Zak K elley joined the team a
the end of September when Tankersle
asked him what his dreams in life wen
"I prayed and I said 'God if (videc
work) is what I can do, then opeh UJ
the doors for it,"' Kelley said. "The nex
day O'Neal was like 'Come to H aiti
and that's when I knew I had to go t•
Haiti, like this was the door."
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MUMFORD & SONS
by Kyle Reeves

N

early three years after the drop of their debut album "Sign No
More," British-folk band Mumford &: Sons released their second
album titled "BabeL" The band easily avoided th~ dreaded "sophomore
slump" and returned with an incredibly solid album. The banjo-laden
lbum is one of the easiest I've ever listened to, and I find myself n..~er
getting tired of it. Whether I'm driving around., walking to class or jwt
U1tening in my toQm, this album has already made its way onto my

"most played" list..
You'll find yourself very much reminded of their 2009 album as
m.any <>f the til& and passages of songs sound similar, but as all good
artists do,they give you more ofwhat you want.- Mumford &: Sons seem
to have taken tbe "if it isn't br-0kcn, don't fix if' m~tality with the albtu1,1
and it couldn't have worked out better. In addition to sticking to their
roots, you'Jl find that the album flows from tri«:k to ua.ck very easily ~
almost nan:deuly. A few ofmy personal fave>dte lt~cb from the album
include "Lover of the Ught,') "Whispers in the Dark/' ~Hopeless
Wanderer" and the tide song 1'Babel/'
All in all, their ·~nd album pleb right up wJiere the first left off.
Fans that have been on boatd stnce the first album will be very plc:ased
with their consistent exc::ellence, and the neW' listener will be dr4wn in.
It's very easily one of the best albums that will be released in 2012 and
will make its way into many ptople's favorlte-s ln no time at all.

No more magic
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Author J.K. Rowling's new novel falls flat
q(te.r success of 'Harry Potter' franchise
1·t byKASEYCOBLE

o f the m en running for city
councillo r to the mysterious
and out of control antics of
the children of the families,
Rowling does not sell u s short
on interesting story lines. She
uphold s her reputation as an
excellent author through intricate individual plots of each
family. It never ceases to amaze
me how she comes up with the
things she does; that is where
her true talent lies. T he story
lines of each family are woven
together in a way that they are all
connected yet do not all interact
with one another. In that aspect,
I was impressed.
Beyond that, I cannot say that
I am a fan. I had an extrem ely
difficult time convincing myself
to continue reading. Although
there are interesting parts in each
family's plot, the point of the entire
book was uninteresting to me.
I h ad no des.ire to find out who
won the city council spot, which
appeared to be what the entire
book revolved around. T here
were so many minor characters
and jumps from one family to
the next that I struggled to keep
all of the characters straight and
occasionally had to backtrack to
remind myself who a person was.

asst. copy editor

I co n sid er myself among
the biggest Harry Potter fans.
I have read the books, seen the
movies, been to the memorabilia
exhibition and even attended the
final red carpet.
1batbeingsrud, I was beyond
excited for J.K. Rowling to release her fir st novel following
the H arry Potter series, titled "A
Casual Vacancy." Rowling is an
incredible author and storyteller,
so I expected to be impressed by
the new book.
''A Casual Vacancy" is set in the
small town of Pagford, England.
The story centers around the
happenings o f several families
in town who are all connected
through various people or events.
T he father o f the Fairbrother
family, named Barry, unexpectedly dies on the way to dinner
one night, leaving a vacancy on
the city council. Following his
death, several men in town begin
vying for the open spot, leading
to drama and complications in
town.
Berween "the ghost o f Barry
Fairbrother" posting on the city
council's website bashing one

In additio n to a confus ing
and boring plot, Rowling used
alarmingly vulgar language and
obscenities throughout the book
I was aware that this book was
directed toward an adult audience
and would obviously no t have
the same ideas and language that
were used in H arry Potter, but
this was entirely unexpected.
It seemed to me that Rowling was trying so hard to prove
herself as an author outside of
the young adult audience, that
she really overkilled it. It almost
took away from the story itself
when a character went off on a
tangent about something explicit
or got into an argument with
another character that involved
a lot of harsh language.
All in all, I was extremely
disappointed with ''A Casual
Vacan cy." I had high expectation s for the book because of
the respect I have for Rowling
through Harry Po tter, bu t it
turned out to be such a let down.
T he novel did not knock her
off of the pedestal I have her on
because I am honestly not sure
t hat anything ever could, but
it definitely made me wish she
would have just stuck with Harry
Potter and written a book eight.
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New store delivers
Christmas cheer
by ASHLEYHEASTIE
student writer

''Deck the H alls, Ya'll; ' a local
business on Beebe Capps Expr essway, recen tly open ed to
provide customers with all o f
their holiday needs.
According to their Facebook
business profile, the store sells
Ch ristm as garlands, wreath s,
ornaments, ribbons, deco m esh,
Elf on the Shelf, stocking stuffers
and more.
The owner of the store, Paul
G uess, was excited about opening
his new holiday store.
Guess grew up in Prairie County
so he said he was very fond of
Searcy. H e wanted to open this
store to spread Christmas cheer
to White County and beyond.
Danae Wilson, an employee
at the sto re, talked abou t the
differen t themes the store has
to offer which consist of "Fresh
Pickings," "Woo Pig Sooie,"
''Traditional," "Whimsical" and
"Crosses and Crowns."
"Fresh Pickings" has more of
a nature feel to it. T he section
has birds' nests, sugar cones and
burlap ribbons. G uess got this

idea from a memory of cutting
fresh trees around Christmas time
when he was younger.
"Woo Pig Sooie" has Razorback decorations, "Traditional"
has red, green and gold accents,
''Whimsical" has a more fun side
to it like a D r. Seuss book, but
is still traditional. "Crosses and
Crowns" has gold ornaments and
golden white ribbon.
There is also a game day section, offering a variety of tote
bags and tumblers for different
schools, such as LSU, Ole Miss,
Florida Gators, Mississippi State
and Alabama.
According to Guess, the store
does not have sales.
'We don't need to have sales,"
G uess srud. "Our prices are great
and so are our products. We offer
an over-the-top experience and
o ur customer service is over
the top."
T he store is open Monday
through Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 8 p.m. and on Sunday from 1
p.m . to 5 p.m.
Merchandise can be ordered
from the "D eck the H alls, Ya'll"
Facebook shop all year, but the
store is only open until D ec. 31.

Special Homecoming issue of the
Bison hits stands on Friday, Oct. 26.
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